To the Editor: We thank Dr Obara and his colleagues for their interest in our study 1 and for their comments. 2 First, the Japanese Society of Hypertension Guidelines for the Management of Hypertension (JSH guidelines) do not mention the role of pharmacists in managing hypertensive patients. Second, they show that pharmacists in Japan have insufficient knowledge of home blood pressure monitoring. We agree with the writers' opinion regarding the importance of managing hypertensive patients and of improved knowledge by pharmacists of home blood pressure monitoring in order to enhance the effectiveness of physicianpharmacist cooperation.
We also agree that the role of pharmacists should be emphasized in JSH guidelines for physicians because physician-pharmacist cooperation is a key to success for managing patients with hypertension. 3, 4 Although JSH guidelines have been distributed free of charge on the Internet (http://minds.jcqhc. or.jp/index.aspx), half of all pharmacists were not aware of it as Obara et al. pointed out. Thus, we hope that the JSH and pharmacists' organizations will establish the provision of educational materials via brochures and websites for local pharmacists. It is also recommended that pharmaceutical colleges and universities allocate a larger part of their curriculum to physician-pharmacist cooperation.
Eight million people were being treated for hypertension in 2008, according to the Japan Patient Survey with the number of patients increasing in parallel with the aging of society. The prevention and management of hypertension thus remains an important issue for both physicians and pharmacists. Our study has provided evidence that physician-pharmacist cooperation benefits the management of hypertension.
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